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By Patrick Hoisi

PDraring her studies last schoal year,
Baring then o thivd grade
itivedennt ot Cortlandt Manor's
urnace Woods Elementary School,
notieed that New York State hos no
ifleinl butteriy

Franke, o selfprocioimed andmal
imthusinst, set oul to changee thal

she appoarcd on local television pro
Rram st a letter 1o
Assemblywoman Sanden Cainled
prapiest g the BKaener Bhoae bee mamied
the Empire State's lop batterfly

With her mother in tow, Franke trav
oled o Albany to meet with Galef, as
well as representatives 'om the gover
nors offiee and other state officials, to
dliscuss the issue

Her efforts padd off

Impressid with the student's cam
pangn, Geadiel started a battertly contest
that will take place on Election Day,
which falls on Nowv 6 this yvear, Al third,
fourth and fifth graders in the state are
encouraged to cast thelr vote for one of
Five butterfMes, After the votes are tal-
Lol wp, state buttery legislation will
bie drafted  and voted on by the
Assembly and Senate,

Coaded padd Fornaee Woods o visin this
past Monday morning to remind the
children, as well as parents, teachers
and disteict administeation, to put in
their two cents in Novembaer

‘1 pot the letter and 1 thought ft
wortald o gand idea to do it as 4 con
test,” Galel said before the massive
crowd of elemoentary school students
"It was all Karina's idea and she
came up e mee! with me in my office
She started iooall”

The contest idea popped Into Franke’s
hoeat Tast yvear, when she was o third
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Student’s love of butterflies launches state-wide contest
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Furnace Woods School fourth grade student Karina Franke recently starled a campaign to assign a state butterlly for New Y.Drk From the left:
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Stale Assemblywoman Sandra Galef (left), who spoke at the school this past Manday, teacher Valeria Howell (center) and Principal Helone Kana,

grader al Farnace Woods,

A portion of her curriculum was
devoled to butterflies,

“Mew York State didn’t have one,”
Franke refterated this past Monday
morning after Galel's address came
for 1 elose

Heowever, she didn't want to pick just
any butterfly

Shie settlid on the Karner Blue, an
endangerod specles

T wanted to do seomething meaning:
ful.” franke continued. "1 wanted to
heldp i, to save |t"

Franke creditid lrene Toovey, her
third grade teacher, as well as her cur
et teachor Yalerie Howell, for "help

e out o ot

The rarve butterfly occuples Franke's
favorite animal slot at the moment.

However, she does have nosoft spot for
frogs and fish,

“1 have a pond @ home,
exeitedly “They're both in there,

“She's amazing,” sald Galel of
Franke as the well-spoken student
wilked baek to her clasdroom,

"And she's only in lourth grade,”
added Helene Kane, Furnace Woords
Elementary School’s principal.

In addition to spearheading the
contest, Franke has won several
awards, including the New York State
Senate’s annual YT am Green” cole-

" oshe sald
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bration last spring,

There 15 a wealth of information on
the contest on local television and
the Internet,

Viewers can cateh Franke's interview
with Galef and Westchestor County
butterfly expert Brenda Freeman-
Bates ("she was great,” the assembly-
woman sald™) on Peekskill/Ossining,
Yorktown and Wappingers Falls' pub-
lie aceess channels until the begin:
ning of November,

News can also be found on Galel's
webh site (assemhblystate ny.us/mem
b les 000/ 20070607 ), which lists the
fivie  cholees, nnd  Franke's page,
karnerblueforstatebuttervorg,



